R Qian Zhenrong
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Qian Zhenrong is a National Class One Performer specialised in wxiaosheng (young male) roles. He was trained under Gao Jirong, Zhou
Chuanying and Shi Xiaomei. He has played lead roles in 7he Palace of Eternal Life, The Legend of the White Snake, The Peony Pavilion, Journey fo the West etc. He

was the winner of the Orchid Award for Outstanding Performance at the 1* National Experience-sharing Performance of Young Kunqu Opera Artists, a Gold
Award at the 2" Red Prunus Awards for Traditional Theatre of Jiangsu Province, and Award for Best Performance in the 5% China Kunqu Opera Festival.

B GuJun
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Gu Jun is a National Class One Performer specialised in /aosheng (old male) and wai (supporting old male) roles. He was trained under Ni
Chuanyue, Bao Chuanduo, Yao Jikun and Bai Dongmin. His acclaimed repertoire includes 7he Party from The Story of the Chain Stratagems,
Seeking Shelter for His Son from The Beauty Washing Silk by the River, Reading the Petition from The White Gauze Robe etc. Gu was the winner of the Orchid
Award for Best Performance in the 1% National Experience-sharing Performance of Young Kunqu Opera Artists, and a Silver Award at the 3* Red Prunus
Award for Traditional Theatre of Jiangsu Province.
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Ji Shaoging is a National Class One Performer specialized in fi (high-status but crafty person) and chox (comic) roles. He was trained under
Zhou Chuancang, Yao Jisun and Fan Jixin. His acclaimed repertoire includes Asking the Way from The Peony Pavilion, Writing the Petition from The Story of the
Gauze Silk, and The Mistake Caused by a Kite from the traditional repertory. He was the winner of the Orchid Award for Best Performance in the 1* National
Experience-sharing Performance of Young Kunqu Opera Artists, a Silver Award at the 3" Red Prunus Award for Traditional Theatre of Jiangsu Province, and
a Performance Award at the 5* Jiangsu Theatre Festival.

== XEH¥ Qiu Caiping
- BR B E T H e EARE R o MBI E GHEGE « RIR) - (IISGE - M4 - H80) - (B -
SRE S BLET) ~ CVHIRRE © $BAL) S EA 7K o W e b B B B T A 1 B AR IR U L R A R i o

Qiu Caiping is a National Class One Performer specialized in /zodan (old female) roles. She was trained under Wang Weijian and Cheng
Hailuan. She is acclaimed for her performance in 7he Mother and Son Reunion from The Story of the Wooden Hairpin, Garden Intrusion and
Demanding the Hairpin Back from The Story of the Hairpin and the Bracelet, Bidding Farewell to His Mother and Killed by a Shower of Arrows from The Iron
Headgear, Interrogating Hongniang from The Story of the West Chamber etc. She was the winner of the ‘Orchid Award for Best Performance’in the 1% National
Experience-sharing Performance of Young Kunqu Opera Artists.

# i # Cong Haiyan
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Cong Haiyan is a National Class One Performer specialised in #iedan (vivacious young female) roles and zuodan (child) roles. She was
trained under Wu Jiyue, Yang Jizhen and Shi Xiaomei. She is acclaimed for her performance in such operatic excerpts as Seeking Shelter for His Son from The
Beauty Washing Silk by the River, Wedding Hopes from The Story of the West Chamdber. She was a technical adviser in Zhe Peach Blossom Fan (1699). Cong was the
winner of a Performance Award in the 1* Jiajia Cup Theatre Festival for Outstanding Young Performers in Jiangsu Province, a Bronze Award at the 3* Red
Prunus Award for Traditional Theatre of Jiangsu Province.

JE 4L Zhou Xianghong
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Zhou Xianghong is a National Class Two Performer. She acquired her repertoire by learning such traditional excerpts in Kunqu Opera as
Killing the Tiger from The Iron Headgear, Wedding Hopes from The Story of the West Chamber, Wandering in the Garden from The Peony Pavilion,
Seduction by the Lute from The Story of the Jade Hairpin etc. She also played major roles in the new full-length production, 7be Green Peony and The Peony
Pavilion — A New Adapted Version.

¥ B Xu Sijia
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Xu Sijia is a National Class Two Performer specialised in guimendan (high born lady) and zhengdan (leading female) roles. She was trained
under Gong Yinlei, Hu Jingang, Liang Guyin and Xu Yunxiu. Her acclaimed repertoire includes Zhe Peony Pavilion, The Palace of Eternal Life, The Broken Bridge

etc. Xu was the winner of the Rookie Award and Performance Award in the 1% Zijin Awards for Peking Opera and Kunqu Opera, an Outstanding
Performance Award in the 2™ edition, and a Performance Award at the All China Showcase for Young Kunqu Performers.
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Jlangsu Kunqu Opera Theatre
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The Jiangsu Kunqu Opera Theatre is located in the former complex of the Jiangning Institute in the Chaotian Palace in Nanjing. Its current Honorary
Director is the famous Kungu virtuoso, Zhang Jiqing, and its President is Li Hongliang. The company has a cast made up of artists who joined the
performing arts in the 1950s and distinguished by ‘Ji’ as the middle character of their stage names, as well as graduates of the Jiangsu Drama School.
These artists have solid groundwork and are capable of performing the full range of roles in Kunqu Opera. Their distinct artistic style is recognised as
the Nankun (Kungu of the Southern School). The company’s veteran actors include many winners of the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre,
such as Zhang Jidie, Shi Xiaomei, Hu Jinfang, Kong Aiping and Li Hongliang. It has a stock repertory that includes Zbe Peony Pavilion, The Story of
the Jade Hairpin, The Story of Burning Incense, The Legend of the Embroidered Coat, The Peach Blossom Fan (1699), The Butterfly Lovers, etc. In a bid to
preserve the Kunqu Opera heritage and spread it to all parts of the world, the company has been on tour to Europe, the United States, Southeast Asia,
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan to give performances and lectures.
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Jlangsu Kunqu Opera Theatre - Production Team

WwoB: Cast:

A/ RAEE - B BRERCALEN BRES - BRE Shi Xiaomei, Zhang Jidie, Zhao Jian, Li Hongliang, Kong Aiping, Xu Yunxiu, Qian Zhenrong,
ARG BN BB % Al REE il Ji Shaoging, Qiu Caiping, Gu Jun, Liu Xiao, Zhou Xianghong, Xu Sijia, Cong Haiyan,

= EERZ RERH Z-% B8 HETEY Yun Wei, Jiang Peizhen, Sun Haijiao, Zhou Xin, Sun Jing, Qian Wei, Zhao Yutao,

At TRE RERBREFEE D REX

% PR Musicians:

Ji Ling, Ding Junyang, Wu Tingrong, Sun Yijun, Tang Qin, Zhang Shuwen

W B BEEBRE MR R oo B 2R Shen Yang, Lu Jiaging, Chi Lingyun, Chen Huidong, Zhang Liang, Ni Zheng, Zhu Yannan,
PIBEA Bk Bom B8 B EAR ABER Liu Sihua, Qi Ang, Zhang Yao, Gao Bo, Qian Gang, Huang Ruiqi, Liu Yanran,
PR EECE PR -2 M Chen Hao, Dai Jingping, Chen Ming, Li Xiang

MEANE: Stage Art Team:

AB ZiE- TR -ZHEH B OF-K ONKREAL FE2H Guo Yunfeng, Wang Xudong, Ji Aiqin, Tang Ying, Zhu Yue, Jiang Shuhong, Li Xuemin,
B fEEFE W BIERERR - ERIE BEE Miu Xiangming, Tai Zhuojia, Li Bin, Bao Zhengming, Hou Dajun, Cao Youshun,
Wi~ B B FEmAL > FRER A BRI Guo Zhixuan, Chang Mingyu, Chen Ming, Yue Ruihong, Sun Yali, Chen Shanshan
ITRAE: Administration Staff:
FERERC B BB Zhuang Peicheng, Chen Zhu, Lu Cheng
wE: Co-ordinator:
AU D ‘The Hong Kong Institute for Promotion of Chinese Culture
55 T & House Programme Information Translation:
A% B = R A R KCL Language Consultancy Limited
TR Surtitles Translation:
R Jeanie Wong
BUER:
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Dear Patrons,
To avoid undue disturbance to the performers and other members of the audience, please switch off your mobile phones and any
other sound and light emitting devices before the performance. We also forbid eating and drinking, as well as unauthorised
photography, audio and video recordings in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.

S TIEI Recycling of House Programme
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If you do not wish to keep the house programme, please leave it on your seat or return it to the admission point for recycling. Thank you for your co-operation.
HHEERMNEARERE - ERHESRESR MU B AEMNER  BUIEHE cp2@Icsd.gov.hk SEEZE 2741 2658

Thank you for attending the performance. If you have any comment on this performance or general view on the LCSD cultural programmes, you are welcome to
write to us by email at cp2@Icsd.gov.hk or by fax at 2741 2658.

BRARBRE LU EEB LN BB EMAR  FHEIB A 48 | http:/www.lcsd.gov.hki/tc/artist/index.html
Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation / sponsorship by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department:
http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist/index.html
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The programme as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department and
West Kowloon Cultural District.

BRIHFEEERIZ{E - Information is provided by the arts group.

CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL
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Jiangsu Kunqu = (=

Opera Theatre
Grand Theatre, Xiqu Centre,

West Kowloon Cultural District

Rk £ 2010 4FEE B - AAEHEASE T o AR EE EEO\RETE - 315MA I - WEAEAR B -
W ARy SR AR WSS AR > SR AT BRI > DR EL Ak B C R A 7 £ R B R
B R R R\ ~ BiNE ~ BN 4 Bt e o sy o

Since its inception in 2010, the Chinese Opera Festival is now entering its tenth edition. This year the Festival will showcase 8 programmes with
31 stage performances covering 6 Chinese operatic genres. They include Peking Opera based in the northern and southern regions of
the Mainland, Yue Opera featured by its lyricism and aesthetically appealing staging, Kunqu Opera and Cantonese Opera, together with venerable
Liyuan Opera and quaint Ou Opera. The four indigenous musical art forms of Guangdong will also be showcased.
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Jointly presented by
XiquCentre

westKowloon AAXKE
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33 CES S H Performers
"4 1 £1/PHE Shi Xiaomei
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Shi Xiaomei is a National Class One Performer and Representative Bearer of Kunqu Opera as a National Intangible Cultural Heritage, trained in wiaosheng
(young male) roles under Yu Zhenfei, Zhou Chuanying and Shen Chuanzhi. Her acclaimed repertoire includes Waking from the Dream and Finding the
Portrait from The Peony Pavilion, Opening the Letter, Reading His Lover’s Letter, The Deluded Dream from The Story of the West Mansion, The Peach Blossom Fan,

Looking at the Predictions of the Dynastic Fate of Ming from The Iron Headgear and many others. Shi was winner of the 5" Plum Blossom Award for Chinese
Theatre, the Literary Arts Award of Jiangsu, the 8" Wenhua Award for Performance, and Honours at the first Zijin Wenhua Medals of Jiangsu Province.

R Zhang Jidie
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Zhang Jidie is a National Class One Performer and Representative Bearer of Kunqu Opera as a National Intangible Cultural Heritage specialising in chou
(comic) roles. He was taught by veteran artists of the ‘Chuan’ and Ji’ generations. He is known for his portrayals of the ‘little man with a big heart’, such as
Laixing the page boy in Sel/ing His Page from The Legend of the Embroidered Coat, the novice monk Benwu in Leaving the Monastery from A Sea of Sins, and in
particular, Wu the Elder in Parading in the Street and The Phantom from The Story of Heroes. His vivid portrayal of Wu the Elder, a dwarf, with his ‘squatted
walk’ and ‘squatted fist routine’ stunts had catapulted him to fame. He has since been dubbed ‘a living Wu the Elder’ and this has won for him the 3 Plum
Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre.

« W HE Zhao Jian
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Zhao Jian is a National Class One Performer specialising in jing (painted-face role), trained under the Kunqu Opera virtuosi Shen
Chuankun and Xue Chuangang. He is best known for his roles in the traditional repertory, such as Wreaking Havoc at the Temple Gate, Ambush at Lubuadang,
Zhong Kui Marrying His Sister Off, Kill the Tiger, The White Gauze Robe, The Peach Blossom Fan and many more. Awards he has received include the Outstanding

Performance Award at the 2°¢ Zijin Awards for Theatre of Jiangsu, an Honorary Performance Award at the 1** China Kunqu Art Festival, and on top which,
several Outstanding Performance Awards at the Jiangsu Theatre Festival.
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ZUR Li Hongliang
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Li Hongliang is a National Class One Performer specialized in chou (comic) and fi (high-status but crafty person) roles. He is currently President of the
Jiangsu Kunqu Opera Theatre. He was trained under such virtuosi as Zhou Chuancang, Fan Jixin, Yao Jisun, Liu Yilong, Wang Shiyao and Zhang Jidie.
His repertoire includes Leaving the Monastery from A Sea of Sins, Parading the Streets from The Story of Heroes, Fifteen Strings of Cash, among many others.
He was presented an Award for Promoting Kunqu Opera by UNESCO and the Ministry of Culture of China at the Kunqu Competition for Young to
Middle-aged Performers. Other accolades include the 25% Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre and an Outstanding Performance Award at the 5%
Jiangsu Theatre Festival.

fLEH# Kong Aiping
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Kong Aiping is a National Class One Performer specialised in guimendan (high born lady) roles. Trained under Zhang Xian, Zhang Jiging and Zhang
Xunpeng, she is well-versed in the Kunqu Opera repertory such as Disaster Strikes from The Palace of Eternal Life, The Autumn River from The Story of the Jade
Hairpin, The Legend of the White Snake, The Gift of a Sword from Baihua, etc. Kong was the winner of the 2" Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the
Orchid Award for Best Performance at the 1+ National Experience-sharing Performance of Young Kunqu Opera Artists, and an Award for Promoting Kunqu
Opera jointly presented by UNESCO and the Ministry of Culture of China at the Kunqu Competition for Young to Middle-aged Performers.

#EFH Xu Yunxiu
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Xu Yunxiu is a National Class One Performer specialised in dan (female) roles. She trained under Yao Chuanxiang, Zhang Jiging and Hu
Jinfang. She is acclaimed for her performance in operatic excerpts from the traditional repertory, such as Zhe Obsessive Dream in Lanke Mountain, Disaster
Strikes and The Death of Lady Yang from The Palace of Eternal Life. She was the winner of the Orchid Award for Best Performance in the 1 National
Experience-sharing Performance of Young Kunqu Opera Artists, an Award for Promoting Kunqu Opera presented by UNESCO and the Ministry of Culture
of China, and an Outstanding Performance Award at the 5% Jiangsu Theatre Festival.

<

|

 #he



B HRA 3 /N - BEET SRR 15 28 -
The running time of the performance is approximately
3 hours including an intermission of 15 minutes.

19.72019 (2 1 . Fri) 7:30pm

« }ﬁgﬁ» The Mistake Caused by a Kite

(BER) ZEMAGRFRE - LRRASREFIRORE > BB7E  REEFEEEARH - 718
ML SAHRBOERRR - TRELRRELD (AFR) 232 (@) FERFEWMRX GRS EANA
HE PREGBEFHRETANGH  BRBREENTRNTE  BERR—HEARARSCIER - Bl
ABRBHRFER  REFEREREREXTEBRLEAL > BAHANHERL -

SRUBATHEM 32 > MRS - BUBDHLER o M RGO > KD A - WEHh > 4 8 > IR > F/F
WA BUBCR o 2 o ROGFR R RET P & > Bl b o MEFBRAMIE - BURRRIEDRAZ o BB E R -
Bipfip A > BEAURA R - BATR—E 1R - MASSERE - SWEHARR RS HALRK - JRBE R FAE BT -
AR RS 2E » RIS o AR - Brh SIS > 2 S S5 R 4% U Bt -

The Mistake Caused by a Kite was written by Li Yu, a writer of the Qing period. This play uses the kite as the thread that runs throughout the play. The plotline runs
as a comedy of errors, peppered with coincidences and misunderstandings that keep the laughter rolling. The production presented by Jiangsu Kunqu Opera Theatre
was first directed by Fan Jixin, veteran artist of the ‘Ji" generation, and has been innovatively restaged by Fan though following basically the old Kunqu tradition. The
story is concentrated in eight scenes. The couple successfully untied the misunderstanding is the finale of this story. The comedic effects are numerous, the portrayal
of characters flamboyantly funny, and the breakthrough in the performing techniques make this an exponent of the style of Nankun (Kunqu of the Southern school).

Zhan Liehou has two concubines, Mei and Liu, and each has a daughter by him. The elder one, Aijuan, born to Mei, is shrewish and ugly while the
younger one Shujuan, born to Liu, is talented and pretty. Han Qizhong, a brilliant and learned young man, has been studying with Qi Youxian and
living under the care of the Qi family since his orphaned childhood. One day, at Youxian’s request, Qizhong writes verses on a kite and flies. But it
lands in Liu’s garden. Shujuan finds it and with delight responds with a poem in kind. Youxian sends a servant to retrieve the kite. Qizhong sees the
poem and is much impressed by it. He writes yet another poem on the kite and asks Youxian to cut it loose when it is in the air, in the hope that it
will land in the Zhan Residence’s garden again. This time the kite is found by Aijuan. Things begin going haywire, as misunderstandings and
unexpected situations occur, until all ends well and Qizhong marries Shujuan, and Youxian marries Aijuan.

B Hut . S5 Scene 1 Commotion in the Boudoir and The Wall
B EE - 5lE Scene 2 Versing on a Kite and Composing Poems
W= e A Scene 3 The Kite Goes Astray and The Tryst
UG WL o PkIE Scene 4 An Unsightly Surprise and Escape
— IR B+ F4> 8 Intermission of 15 minutes —
i oo EF cene ending to the Examination an aking a Matc

B W - g Scene5  Sending to the E d Making a Match
BAY HATE - B Scene 6 The First Marriage and Marriage in Ruins

. B cene rand Homecoming an vrce arriage
Cilve S TR L Scenc 7 Grand He ¢ and A Forced Marriag
5 \% fﬁ;ﬁ. o fRSE Scene 8 The Second Marriage and Revealing the Truth
£ Cast

WHE R
BEE: WA

e B @ Han Qizhong  : Qian Zhenrong Sigi : Qian Wei
3 kM2 Zhan Aijuan : LiHongliang Baogin : Jiang Peizhen

B @ X &
ISHAN

WA - G Coat & Qi Youxian : JiShaoging Housekeeper : JiLing

fEWIE - RmAL M R Zhan Shujuan  : Zhou Xianghong ~ Wedding Officiator : Sun Haijiao

BOEE B %% (B © REH -#BPEE-  QiFuchen : Liu Xiao Four Maids : WuTingrong, Sun Yijun,
ol B OB B EEE Zhan Liehou : GuJun Tang Qin, Zhang Shuwen

Wige A : fEegE WUEW: % R -#TFEs Madam Liv : Xu Sijia Four Minor Officials: Sun Jing, Zhao Yutao,

Mide A @ Byl B & TErE Madam Mei ¢ Qiu Caiping Zhou Xin, Ding Junyang
Fomw: H® & Ao W B Wejf—flurse : Yuan Wei. Drum : Shen Yang
R 3T O PR bl g ¢ (ol Dizi : Chen Huidong
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The running time of the performance is approximately
3 hours including an intermission of 15 minutes.

20.72019 (287 Sat) 7:30pm | HF T 8K Bxcerprs

« %%%ﬂ ’ %ﬁ » Pursuing Eternal Life from The Story of Two Pearls
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This is mainly performed by an actor in zhengdan (leading female) role. The aria she sings is very long, and she needs to express the complex emotions of the
protagonist. Before she commits suicide, she wails at the Zhenwu Temple. The actor needs to utter each cry as if it is torn from a bleeding heart, and each stylised
movement is full of delicate details to depict her mental and psychological state.

Having sold her son and parted with her husband, née Guo goes to the Zhenwu Temple on the Taihe Mountain. There she vents tearfully the injustice
her family has suffered and entreats the Zhenwu god to vindicate her. After praying, she ends her life by jumping into a pond. Suddenly a heavenly
voice speaks, née Guo, your time in the mortal world is not yet over, so you cannot take your life. To save your husband’s life, seek help immediately
from Yuan Tiengang, the fortune teller in the capital city. In a few years, both your husband and son shall prosper and your family shall reunite.’

F Cast

X K B E NEAM B OR8 E Née Guo : Xu Sijia Six Generals : Sun Jing, Qian Wei,
oKX B & THE -G & Zhenwu : ZhouXin Ding Junyang, Ji Ling,
HWEE: HTH Rigs B W Wang Lingguan ~ : Zhao Yutao Sun Haijiao, Chen Ming
= YA = =3 . .

?; R L Aoou: AR 'I}.lunde:r God + Yuan Wel Drum : Lu Jiaqing

m Bk #EH O BOEER Lightning Goddess : Sun Yijun Dixi ' Chen Huidong

« mﬁ & e ﬁ % » The Obsessive Dream from Lanke Mountain
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This is mainly performed by an actor in zhengdan (leading female) role. The excerpt describes the delusional state of née Cui as she teeters between reason and

illusion. Itis challenging to the thespian skills of the actor. The staging of this scene is ingenious, as the actor’s flitting consciousness must be clearly delivered — and
seamlessly so — to convince the audience.

Zhu Maichen’s wife, née Cui, is a snob and disdains her husband for his destitute state. She forces Maichen to sign a letter to divorce her so that she
can remarry Carpenter Zhang. One day she learns that Maichen has become the Governor of their native Kuaiji County. On returning home that
night, née Cui has a wonderful dream: she finds herself wearing the garb of a titled lady, complete with a phoenix coronet and a fringed shawl, and she
is addressed as ‘Lady Zhu’. As she is indulging in her fantasy, Zhang appears, holding an axe. She wakes up and realises that it is but a dream.

O Cast

B R BREH H oM W & Née Cui : Xu Yunxiu Minor Official : Zhou Xin

AN - GHERE RO REKR-HF OB Carpenter Zhang : Ji Shaoqing Attendants : Sun Haijiao, Sun Jing
e 1 B O Male keeper : Liu Xiao

fir % RKB¥ IR 7 A Female keeper ~ : Qiu Caiping Drum : Shen Yang

W owt & O BER Messenger : JiLing Dizi :  Chi Lingyun

« f‘ﬁ § ﬁ + Fﬂ » The Drunken Lu Zhishen Wreaking Havoc at the Monastery from Braving Torture to File a Petition
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This is mainly performed by an actor in the jing (painted face) role. The actor must show the inebriated state of Lu Zhishen as he executes the martial arts routines of
The Eighteen Drunken Arhats, and each Arhat's expression and form must be delivered in a recognisable state. The fight over the wine bottle between the two actors —
jing and chou (comic) role — is full of mischievous fun.

After killing a scoundrel, Lu Zhishen seeks refuge in a Buddhist monastery on Wutai Mountain. He takes the tonsure and stays there for almost a year.
Lu finds it harder and harder to follow the restraining rules of the monastery. One day, while wandering around aimlessly, he catches the sight of a wine
vendor. He craves for a drink and approaches the vendor to make a purchase, but is turned down because the vendor does not want to sell wine to a
monk. No longer able to hold his agitation, Zhishen snatches the wine, boozes it up and gets drunk in the end. On his way back to the monastery, still
heavily drunk, he practices his martial arts playfully, ruining the pavilion on the slope and the monastery’s main gate. His master Zhifeng, knowing that
Zhishen’s unruly behaviour will be disproved of, sends him off to seek shelter under the Daxiangguo Temple in the eastern capital, Kaifeng.

£ W Cast
BEE: 8 B OB AtER Lu Zhishen : Zhao Jian Drum :  LuJiaqing

R EHRE O BRE ‘The Wine-seller  : Ji Shaoging Dizi :  ChiLingyun
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This is a famous play for actors in guimendan (high born lady) role. The frailty of a dying Du Liniang and her steadfast will in finding her love must be expressed with
convincing thespian skills. The aria Ji-Xian-Bin is effectively tear-jerking while the last farewell between the mother and the dying daughter is also deeply moving.

On the evening of the Mid-Autumn Festival, Du Liniang is getting more and more seriously ill. As she lies on her death bed, she instructs her maid
Chunxiang to keep her self-portrait in a box after her death and hide it under the rockery in the garden. She also beseeches her mother to bury her
body under the plum tree in the backyard. After bidding farewell to her mother, she dies with a hope to get reincarnated.

E | Cast
PR AEW W % W B Du Liniang : Kong Aiping ~ Drum  Shen Yang
H D REW Al B Du Liniang’s Mother : Qiu Caiping Dizi Chen Huidong

O kR Chunxiang : Cong Haiyan
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This is a chuangi play written by Yuan Yuling in the late Ming period. The first half of The Dream That Was a Mistake has been extracted to become a playlet, Reading
His Lover’s Letter. The staging is a solo performance featuring only the jinsheng (male scholar) role, as in the Kunqu tradition. The setting on stage is typically
minimalistic, with only a table and a chair. The focus is therefore on the stage presence and consummate acting of the actor, who needs to deliver a compelling
performance whether in terms of singing, line delivery, or insightful acting with emotional depths. The star of the show, Shi Xiaomei, is giving an interpretation that she
learned from Shen Chuanzhi in the 1980s. Reading His Lover’s Letter is in the stock repertory of the troupe.

When his love, Mu Suhui, is driven away, Yu Shuye falls sick and cannot get out of his bed. That night, with the moon shedding a limpid glow on the
academy, Shuye feels the desolation even more. Unable to sleep, he takes out the letter written by Suhui and reads it over and over again, each time he
misses her more.

¥ O Cast
TR - i AooB AR Yu Shuye : Shi Xiaomei Drum : LuJiaging
A BBZER Dizi :  Chi Lingyun
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The running time of the performance is approximately
3 hours including an intermission of 15 minutes.
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This is an excerpt performed by only three actors — the zhengdan (leading female), wai (supporting old male) and chou (comic) role. All the drama takes place in a
small boat on the Yellow River which symbolises the hapless fate of ordinary people amidst political chaos. There is an ingenious balance between animated action
and stagnant moments to bring out the vicissitudes in life and the emotional fluctuations of the characters when faced with the uncertainty of fate.

Su Kunsheng is charged with a mission to send a fan to Li Xiangjun on behalf of his friend Hou Chaozong. On his way, he falls into the Yellow River,
and is rescued by a boatman. On the boat, he is amazed to find his pupil Li Zhenli there. As the two chat to catch up with one another, they cannot
help sighing over the capricious hand of fate on them and the people they know.

F Cast

ZHE : REHE A8 BER Li Zhenli  : Xu Sijia Drum . LuJiaging
MEA : B & O BER Su Kunsheng : Sun Jing Dizi :  Chi Lingyun
% kB @ Old Soldier : Qian Wei
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The arias sung by the male protagonist, Qin Zhong, are famous pieces for actors in the jinsheng (male scholar) role. His partner on stage is the tavern keeper, whose wit and humour
pepper the scene with great fun. The miming movements between the two are so well choreographed that the audience would be amazed by the rapport shown between the two.

The story is about Qin Zhong, an oil vendor, who falls in love with Wang Meiniang, a famous courtesan in the city of Lin'an. One day, while drinking
by the West Lake alone, Qin finds out that the beauty he is so much in love with is in fact the most famous courtesan in the city. There and then, he
makes up his mind to save every cent he makes in order to have enough money to spend a night with the love of his dream.

¥ OE Cast
Z G HHR A3 AR Qin Zhong : Qian Zhenrong Drum : LuJiaging
Rl K @ ZWBR Al BOER Shi Ada : LiHongliang Dizi Chen Huidong
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This is performed by an actor in guimendan (high born lady) role. The libretto, execution and singing of this excerpt are considered to be exemplary in The Peony

Pavilion, and a classic in Kunqu. The three elements are seamlessly tied in this solo performance as the actor externalises the thoughts and emotions of Du Liniang,
the young woman pining for the realisation of her dream of love, make this a bravura piece in the repertoire of actor performing guimendan role.

The excerpt follows Du Liniang’s amorous dream in the garden. On waking up from it, she cannot help yearning to relive it. So she goes into the
garden again and tries to find the spot where that romantic encounter took place.

F M Cast
MBI LB AloB: W B Du Liniang : Kong Aiping Drum : Shen Yang
OB OElR AW BOER Chunxiang : Cong Haiyan Dizi Chen Huidong
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This is an important piece for an actor in chou (comic) role, as the focus is on him, although he is playing against two other actors — the sheng (male) and the mo

(supporting) roles. There is equal emphasis on the three parts, thus making the play a typical example of the ‘three-legged cauldron’ shows in the Kunqu Opera

tradition. The actor in chou role needs to portray the innocence of the page boy and his unquestioned loyalty for his master. It is therefore heartbreaking to see him

finally realising that he has been sold by his heartless master.

Zheng Yuanhe is going to the capital to take the civil service examination. But his total infatuation with the courtesan, Li Yaxian, and the indulgent
spending have made him penniless. In order to get more money, he offers up his page boy, Laixing, for sale to the Residence of Minister Cui through
negotiations by the tavern owner. When Yuanhe returns to the tavern, he is told that Laixing is sold for ten taels of silver only. He is totally
disappointed but there is nothing he can do now.
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® L i 77 Efam - # & Laixing . Zhang Jidie Uncle Wang  : JiLing
%ETD*‘H A& Ao oW B Zheng Yt%anhe : Zhou Xin Drum Sl Vo
FEJE T - B @ A% BEE Owner Xiong : GuJun Dizi . Chi Linevun
Bafm - HTR Uncle Yan : Zhao Yutao ’ eyt
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Chongzhen is performed by an actor in xiaoguansheng (younger, crown-wearing male) role, but he must at the same time express the regal gait of an older
counterpart as he is portraying an emperor. The singing and delivery of spoken lines must be crisp to convey the fear and helplessness of an emperor facing his
demise. The actor playing the eunuch is a chou (comic) role actor, yet despite the designation, he must show the wisdom of someone who has is worldly wise and
is well aware of the sad fate coming.

The background of the story is set in the last years of the Ming period. The country is on the brink of breaking up. Emperor Chongzhen, led by the
spirit of the Taoist priest Tieguan (Iron Headgear), arrives at the national treasury which has never been opened through the thirteen reigns since the
Ming regime was established more than two hundred years ago. Chongzhen orders the guard eunuch to open the vault door.
A wooden box appears, sealed with the imperial mark of the First Emperor of Ming. Lying in the box is a scroll of the ‘Iron Headgear Painting’,
which is encrypted with mysterious prophesies of the rise and fall of the dynasty.

W Cast

o AME Hoowoc AERE Chongzhen : ShiXiaomei Drum :  LuJiaqing
ERE : B OB AoOf BRE Wang Cheng'en :  Zhao Jian Dizi : Chi Lingyun
%O FWR Anping :  LiHongliang



